
Automatically Cite Your Sources For Free at www.easybib.com

Website Evaluation

Evaluating Relevance
Once you have established the purpose, authority, and accuracy of your source, you 
should also make sure that the information found there is relevant to your topic and your 
research assignment. 

The content does not 
have to agree with your 
thesis statement to be 
relevant! But it should be 
related to your topic. 

Here are some steps you should take when evaluating the relevance of a website: 

Other Sources Audience

Are there other sources out there that might be 
more relevant to your research? You should look 
at other sources just to be sure? 

Who is the intended audience for this source?  Is 
it too advanced or too simple? Take a look at the 
vocabulary used in the articles – this will help you 
tell whether or not this source is appropriate for 
your research. 

If your resource seems to be relevant, you should still consider these other factors:

Read through the article. 
Does the article answer 
one of your research 
questions? Does it add 
supporting detail to your 
main ideas? 

Does the source focus on your 
topic? For example, if your 
research topic is related to 
technology, did it come from a 
technology-focused website or 
a technology section of a 
newspaper?  


